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Common Scuba 
Hand Signals



TVSCWhy Do We Need?

• Most of us can’t afford, or are too cheap, to 
purchase full-face masks with radios.
• And, Oh by the Way, we are an international 

community and don’t all speak the same 
languages………
• Therefore, we need some method for reasonably 

universal communication underwater.



TVSC
Results of Poor 
Communication
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With Gloves
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Alternate – One Hand 
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Wiggle Hand – (Thumb and Little Finger 
 Vertically) and point to area of problem.
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TVSC
Ensuring Consistent 

Signals……
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Stop, Or Wait Here.

Cramp

Show Tight Fist then 
point to Where
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Repeat for Urgency!!!
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Repeat for Urgency!!!
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TVSC
Always have the Fallback

of the Slate…..
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I Don’t Feel Well.
Diver encircles front of body – head to torso.  
Point to source of problem.   May be given after 
“Something Is Wrong” signal, and before “Going 
Up / End Dive” signal.

New PADI Signal – July 2020
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Danger???  Or Abort Dive???

Potential for Confusion- 
• PADI chart shows As “Cold” Signal.
• RSTC shows as “Danger” Signal (with Clenched Fist)
• RSTC also shows as “Cold” Signal (with Flat/ Open Hands)
• Key West and other Caribbean areas – using as “Abort Dive” 

Signal
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Safety Stop
Hold the “Level Off” hand signal over your 
other hand with three fingers raised. 

This is used to inform the dive team that 
you have reached the pre-designated 
safety stop depth and that everybody 
should level off for at least three minutes.

With your hand facing up, hold your fingertips 
together, and then apart (do this rapidly)

Leaks or Bubbles
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How Much Air Do You Have?
You tap two fingers lightly onto the palm 
of your opposite hand, with your palm 
facing upward or outward. 

ALTERNATE-  Tap Your Computer.
Tap two fingers lightly onto your 
Computer Face (Wrist or Console) or 
hold your console up.

ONE METHOD-
1- Indicate “1000s” with 1 or 2 fingers 
against your sleeve

2- Indicate “100s” in open water by 
opening and closing fingers to show 
amount.

IN RESPONSE- your buddy will signal how 
much air he has by holding up fingers to 
represent the bar/psi shown on his gauge. 

A half-tank is indicated by making a “T” sign 
with your hand.
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TVSCSealife Signals



TVSCSignals Review /Test

-----



TVSCQuestions/Discussion



TVSCPADI (or Other) Manuals


